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in more permanent and accessible form, with the addition of a 
good deal of matter, original and compiled, which was not suitable 
for the columns of a popular periodical. Professor Baird, of 
course, needs no introduction to the readers of the Naturalist, 
nor is any endorsement of the quality of work he offers, required ; 
we may simply say that in points of perspicacity, comprehensive- 
ness and thorough reliability, the present volume matches former 
ones from the same high source. Those who have not seen the 
" Record," may be interested to know that it is a digested and me- 
thodically arranged abstract of the leading scientific discoveries of 
the past year, representing the cream of current literature in 
Science and Industry. It will prove an extremely useful and con- 
venient handbook to all who desire a general knowledge of what 
is going on in the scientific world, and recommends itself particu- 
larly to the large class whose tastes have made them readers and 
friends of the Naturalist. — E. C. 

The Boston Society's Ornithological Catalogue.* — We are 
informed by Prof. Hyatt that "a catalogue of the birds in the pos- 
session of this Society is here begun" — a statement alone suffi- 
ciently interesting ; and after a particularly thorough examination 
Of the first number, it is the more gratifying to learn that "simi- 
lar series of observations upon the genera and species will be pub- 
lished." The value of even a bare museum catalogue is appre- 
ciated by working ornithologists ; and how very important this 
class of work may be made, is shown by the position that Schlegel's 
work on the Leyden museum has taken. With a due sense of what 
is implied in the remark, we judge that if Prof. Hyatt continues to 
work in the same vein, the Society's "Catalogue" will compare 
favorably with the one just mentioned. It is true that we recog- 
nize, by many tokens, a hand unaccustomed to work in this partic- 
ular department, but it is equally true that we find the subject 
adequately and successfully treated ; it receives a fresh and vigo- 
rous touch bringing out some points that have not hitherto received 
due attention. The author shows plainly the qualities of the 
trained naturalist, which have distinguished him in his own spec- 
ialties. The specific determinations, to which we assent in every 
instance, are the same, for the nine species in the collection, as 

* Catalogue of the Ornithological collection in the Museum of the Society. I. Sphe- 
niscidce. By Alpheus Hyatt. 1871. 
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those of Dr. Schlegel's ; the birds are, however, referred to four 
genera, instead of one, and for this, excellent reason appears. 
We would only remark in the matter of synonymy, that Apteno- 
dytes " Pennantii Gray" is antedated by " longirostris Scopoli," 
•while " papua Forst." should be cancelled, on the score of being 
geographically inept, in favor of "tceniata Peale." -Our own slight 
connection with the paper, in the shape of some osteological mem- 
oranda, must of course not stand in the way of our according the 
high praise that Prof. Hyatt's work merits. — E. C. 

Description of a Specimen of Bal^noptera muscuxus.* — As 
is well known, no mammals more rarely fall under the observation 
of naturalists than the larger Cetacea, and hence the detailed and 
careful description and illustration by figures, of the skeleton of 
even a common species, is a valuable contribution to science. As 
a group, the Cetacea apparently present a remarkable range of in- 
dividual variation, in consequence of which both species and genera 
have been unduly multiplied, a large number of supposed species 
being at present known only from single and often imperfect spec- 
imens, and in some cases merely from a few disconnected bones. 
Those who have had an opportunity of studying the largest number 
of specimens appear generally disposed to favor a considerable 
reduction of the number of described species. In the present 
memoir, Dr. Dwight has given a detailed and very satisfactory 
description of the osteology of apparently our most common 
species of finback whale, which he believes to be identical with the 
Baloznoptera musculus of Van Beneden and the older authors, or 
the Physalus antiquorum of Dr. J. E. Gray. 

" The task undertaken," the author observes, " is to add one to 
the list of thoroughly described skeletons, and to endeavor to 
show that the range of purely individual variations is greater than 
is generally admitted." In addition to the description of each 
bone, and generally a comparison of it with' the published descrip- 
tions and figures of other specimens, he has added an interesting 
table, showing the comparative breadth of the skull and beak of 
eleven described specimens, which indicates that while the Soci- 
ety's specimen scarcely differs from the average, the range of 

* Description of the Whale (Balcenoptera musculus Anct.) in the possession of the 
Society; with remarks on the classification of Fin Whales. By Thomas Dwight, jr., 
M.D. Mem. Bost. Soe. Nat. Hist., Vol. II, pp. 203-230. 11 woodcuts and 2 plates. 
June, 1872. (Head May 17, 1871.) 



